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A %anfoh]ects n:wvnred by“l‘l']e arﬂhw
ologists were carpplete and intatt, p
othefs could be:ntefided from just a .
few, plel:es This'shows Jhxllamillsa‘
| did.not reuse these objects: Instead,
| " they discarded them well before the
end of their useful lives. Historians
note that this behavior marked the first
timte in human history that the d‘amand
foriiew goods and new raw materials "
uutwalghed walues of repfir ; aud €

- ’ =, -The late ninétgenth century was a period of great change
ip the' medical profession. A popular practice of the day

U rban Arch aeology is the su.b-discip]ine of :as far 'Il'lle Il;to take so-called “patent me:mlnes

- g s S . Commaonly, these products contained alcohol or some type
3_"3’13"-'0'09}' SPGCIEI“Z"”IQ n the mate”al culture Gf narcotic that would suppress the symptoems of iliness
Uf'C'ltie'S and urban centers. Everyday items without traat_in.g th? underlying causes. The_ praducgrs of
- & “patent medicines” saturated the market using a variety of
such as buttons, tools, bottles and dishes are advertising techniques to sell their products such as
often recovered by archaeologists These arti- . trading cards, calendars, atlases and storybooks. Most of

¥ : ! % 2 these free items were given to customers to create brand

faCtS, and the information they contaln, give us awareness and loyalty. While these techniques may seem
important insight into the dally |i\f05 Eﬂd commen today, they werg innovative in the 1880s.
broader cultural patterns of our grandparents

and great-grandparents.

One such urban archaeologlcal I CRVEER G T
when the new Vancouver Conference Center
was built on'what had once been a residential
neighborhood in'the heart of Vancouver. When
the sité was excavated, archaeologists found
more than 60 archaeological features including
abandoned pit toilets filled with household
goods.dating from 1876 to 1915, as well as brick
buildlngfnundatmns dating from the turn-of-
the-century. In all, more than 50,000 artifacts |,
were pecovered-during the project.
B - : In addition to the utilitarian household items found, ¥
V . a variety of childrens® toys were also recovered,
confirming thé présence of families on theé block.
Playthings such as frozen "Charlotie” dolis,
marbles, pieces of children’s tea sets, toy guns,
chalkboards and other items were all part of the
archaeclogical record. Finding these toys allows

archaeplogists to understand more about the care
and treatment of children in the past.
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